
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.            
                                      *Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE                      Two Advent Antiphons   Marcel Dupré  

INTROIT            Advent Responsory                         Brooks 

I look from afar:  and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the 
whole earth. Go ye out to meet him and say:  Tell us, art thou he that should come 
to reign over thy people Israel? High and low, rich and poor, One with another, go 
ye out to meet him and say:  Hear, O thou shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest 
Joseph like a sheep.  Tell us, art thou he that should come? Stir up thy strength, O 
Lord, and come to reign over thy people Israel.  Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost.   

* CALL TO WORSHIP:  

Leader: The Lord will fulfill all the promises given to God's people. 

People: Praise be to God. 

Leader: The signs of God's Good News are all around us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Leader: God will bring to us a new light for all generations. 

People: Open our eyes, Lord, to see your promises fulfilled! 

* HYMN 6         Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending                  Helmsley 
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 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          
(Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)                  

MINUTE FOR MISSION                   Fran Juste and Dorothy VanderWerf 

CALL TO CONFESSION     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving God, in the life and teaching of Jesus you showed us that  
the whole human family is one people, that there is no 
discrimination between the members of your family, not according 
to nation, nor social status, nor gender.  Yet we confess that we are 
part of a divided world and a culture concerned with distinctions 
between people.  We confess our slowness to learn the way of 
Christ, especially in the way he poured out his life for the sake of 
the world.  Have pity, loving God, on our errant ways.  Forgive  
our sins which are many and diverse; correct the distorted view we  
have of ourselves and the world.  Lead us from discouragement to 
hope, and restore within us a passion to seek your will and do it.  
We ask it in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and our Savior. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 
 through despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
 Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   
             Anthony, Michelle, and Anelle Avallone 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 



 

 

  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has 
 opened his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)           

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON         Jeremiah 33:14-16     

RESPONSE           E’en So Lord Jesus       Paul Manz 

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins, 
who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be. 
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God, 
who was and is and is to come, sing holy, holy, Lord! 
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 
rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming soon! 
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; 
they need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their all. 

SECOND LESSON             Jeremiah 23:5-6                           

* RESPONSE            Watchman, Tell Us of the Night               Hymn 20    

THIRD LESSON            Zechariah 9:9-10                      

RESPONSE                        People Look East     arr. Clemens 
The text may be found in the Hymnal at No. 12 

 

FOURTH LESSON          Luke 21:25-36 

SERMON                     “Worst-Case Scenario”        Rev. Richard S. Hong 



  

 

OFFERTORY               O Thou, the Central Orb            Charles Wood 

O Thou, the central orb of righteous love, Pure beam of the Most High, 
Eternal light of this our bleak world, 
where thy radiance bright awakes new joy in faith, Hope soars above. 
Come, quickly come, and let Thy radiant glory shine 
Gilding our darksome heav'n with rays divine. 
Thy Saints with holy lustre round Thee move as stars about Thy throne, 
Set in the height of God's ordaining counsel, 
as Thy sight gives measured grace to each Thy pow'r to prove. 
Let Thy bright beams disperse the gloom of our sin, 
Our nature all shall then feel eternal day in fellowship with Thee 
transforming day to souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen.  

* THE DOXOLOGY                                    Old Hundredth 
 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Eternal and ever-living God...    

   . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name. 

SANCTUS 581 (choir and congregation)                Joseph Roff 



 

 

Pastor: Holy God, in Your mercy . . . 

 . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pastor: We take this bread and wine and joyfully celebrate this  
Holy Sacrament. ...  And now, with the confidence of  
the children of God, let us pray: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.  —Revelation 3:20 

All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are invited to 
participate in this celebration. 

BREAD: To be taken individually, symbolic of your personal 
commitment to God through Jesus Christ. 

CUP:   Please wait until all are served, symbolic of your  
corporate belonging together in the body of Christ.   
Grape juice is the fruit of the vine used in our  
celebration of the sacrament. 

COMMUNION      Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence      Hymn 5 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 9         O Come, O Come, Emmanuel          Veni Emmanuel 

* BENEDICTION 



  

 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE          Wake, Awake for Night Is Flying        Karg-Elert  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 (NRSV) 

 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the 
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those 
days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for 
David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In 
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this  
is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

Jeremiah 23:5-6 (NRSV) 
 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up 
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  6 In his days Judah  
will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which 
he will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness." 
 
Zechariah 9:9-10 (NRSV) 
 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter 
Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  10 He  
will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the 
nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to  
the ends of the earth. 
 
Luke 21:25-36 (NRSV) 
 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on 
the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and 
the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming 
upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please take a 
moment to fill out the Visitor Card in the blue folder at the end of your pew. 
Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & Conversation 
where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice of a gift book. 
 

Ushers for this Sunday’s service are:  Ray Arons, Captain 

   David Bishop          Joan Johnson        Carlos Ramos           Ron Wittreich    
  
Communion Servers are:  
 Glenn Garrison            David Johnson   Kenneth Stevens  

Glenn Tatem             Carolina Zuluaga              Mercedes Zuluaga  
 

Our Lay Assistant this morning is Jill Strawbridge Bello. Jill and her husband 
Andy became members of First Presbyterian Church in 1994, following the 
baptism of their son Michael here in 1990. Jill is a member of the Chancel 
Choir and the Spring Bells. Jill has served as an Elder on Session previously  
and is now serving another first term. Jill is Of Counsel in real estate with  
the national law firm Greenberg Traurig, LLP. The Bello family lives in 
Englewood Cliffs.    
 

The Red Rose in the Chancel celebrates the birth of Sebastian Anderson Eloy 
born on October 29, 2012 to Jennifer and Dr. Jean Anderson Eloy. 

will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 
28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know 
that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 34“Be on 
guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unex-
pectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of 
the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the 
strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand  
before the Son of Man.” 

*     *     *     *     * 



  

 

Large Print Bulletins with Hymns are available from  
the ushers. 
 

Our sanctuary is now TELECOIL equipped for 
persons using hearing aids that are able to receive 
sound via an induction loop.  About 2/3 of all hearing 

aids sold are telecoil-equipped.  Some will receive audio via 
telecoil automatically, while others have a switch that can be 
set to the “T” position.  Assistive listening headsets are also 
available from the operator at the audio control desk. 
 

The AED (Automated External Defibrillator) is located  
in the Flower Room. 
 

First Aid Kits are located in the Flower Room and on the  
counter in the Elmore Hall kitchen.  
 

CHURCH NURSERY for children (birth to  
3 years old) is next to the Church Office. It is 

staffed by Child Care workers, Christopher  
Rivera and Sara Williams, with Coordinator,  

Karen DuBois Kahn. You may bring your child there before  
or during worship where you can also hear the Service. 

 
CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES: 3 to 4 year olds in the 
Jungle Room, Kindergarten to 2nd grade in the Ocean Room, 
3rd to 5th grade in the Forest Room in the Center for 
Learning. 
 
SCRIPTURE STUDY CLASSES: 6th, 7th & 8th Grade 
class meets in the Galaxy Room and the High School class 
meets in the Conference Room in the Center for Learning. 
 
PARENTS, at the end of Worship, please meet your 3 year 
olds through 2nd graders in their classroom upstairs in the 
Center for Learning.   

 

A
n

n
o

u
n

c
e

m
e

n
ts

 
!  ! 

The Elders: Debbie Alvarez, Richard Bennett, Sandra Bishop, Karen Dubois Kahn, Linda Farrell,  
Ulah Fields, T.K. Lau, Paul Platek, Carolyn Porte-Lieberman, Carol Schulzrinne, Jill Strawbridge Bello,  
Phil Tamis, Glenn Tatem, Jae Yoo, Mercedes Zuluaga.  Clerk of Session: Linsy Farris  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 

The Deacons: David Bishop, Norma Francis, Audrey Harrison, Linda Heitner, Kyung Lee,                
Triwa Lee-Chin, Arlene Mattis, Linda Moats, Paul Piergentile, Beverly Rhinehart, Elena Sepulveda,             
Jeff Spady, Lois Strauss, Candida Urena, Ruth Ye.   
Moderator: Thierry Vodounou Staff: Reverend Richard Hong & Dorothy VanderWerf 



 

 

T
o

d
ay

 
WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS! Please fill out the visitor 
card in the blue folder at the end of each pew and bring the  
card with you to the Welcome Center in the Chapel. We  
have a WELCOME BAG and GIFT BOOK for you. We have 
Welcome Bags for children, too.  Our WELCOMERS today  
are —————————. 
 

The CONGREGATION is invited to COFFEE & 
CONVERSATION in Elmore Hall thanks to T.K. Lau and 
Eugene Yen who are hosting today. Join us for a time of 
hospitality, friendship and fellowship.  
 

CHANCEL CHOIR plus OTHERS who would like to sing  
for the Candlelight Carol Service on December 16 begin 
rehearsal at 12:15 p.m. in the Choir Room. 
 

“GOD’S CREATION” CALENDARS for 2013 are on sale  
in Elmore Hall for only $7.00 by the Youth Group to raise some 
funds for the Presbyterian Youth Triennium next summer. 
 

Some AUCTION ITEMS are still available today at Coffee & 
Conversation. Please stop in and check out what you would like 
Committee members will assist you. 
 

CHRISTMAS TREES on the Stage and in the East Room will 
be decorated today during Coffee & Conversation. Can you stay 
to get ready for our Christmas celebrations? 
 

Forms for donating POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS in 
memory of or in honor of someone are available today at the  
Information Centers.  
 

YEAR WITH THE BIBLE booklets for 2013 are now 
available. They are an excellent guide for individual or family 
devotions. 
 

C.A.M.P. (Children’s Art & Music Program) for 2nd to 5th 
graders meets today from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room. 
 

Our CROSSROADS contemporary worship service  
is held on Sunday evenings at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.   
It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band and the same  
basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia  
enhancements).  It’s a great alternative – give it a try and  
invite your friends! Child care provided. 
 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY meets in the East  
Room at 7 p.m.  



  

 

MONDAY, December 3: 
 GRIEFSHARE meets in the East Room from 11 a.m. to  

1 p.m. Bring a sandwich. Others are always invited to 
participate. 

 
TUESDAY, December 4: 
 STEWARDSHIP Committee meets at 6 p.m. in the 

Meeting Room. 
 

 AND SO WE PRAY…“COME, LORD JESUS” meets at 
7:00-8:30 p.m. in the East Room. (See more information 
under Other Announcements.) 

 
WEDNESDAY, December 5: 
 PARENT PLAYGROUP with children of 3 years and  

younger meets in the Nursery from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. with 
leader and storyteller, Jenni Choi.  

 
THURSDAY, December 6: 

 COPE:  FPC’S CAREGIVERS’ SUPPORT GROUP meets 
from 7:00-8:30 p.m., in the East Room. 

 
FRIDAY, December 7: 
 CAROLS AROUND THE TABLE begins at 6 p.m. in 

Elmore Hall. Join us for a delicious supper of ham and side 
dishes (donation toward the cost of the dinner is 
appreciated), and an evening of singing Christmas Carols. 
PLEASE sign-up at C & C. 

 
NEXT SUNDAY, December 9:  
 CHILD CARE is provided from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for 

Chancel Choir members, the Bible Study, and Worship. 
 

 CHANCEL CHOIR rehearses at 9:30 a.m. in the Choir 
Room. 

 

 The BIBLE STUDY begins at 10 a.m. in the East Room  
led by Rev. Hong. Everyone is welcome and Child Care  
is provided. 

 

 SECOND SUNDAY PARENTING GROUP meets 
immediately after Worship in the East Room for their 
Advent/Christmas Party!  Jenni Choi will tell a story to the 
young children and do a craft with them while parents 
connect and enjoy meeting other parents. Refreshments 
will also be served.   
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COPE, FPC’s caregivers’ monthly support group, will meet 
Thursday, December 6th, from 7:00-8:30 pm. If you are a 
caregiver looking for resources - or a space to get it all out - 
come to COPE. We will meet on the first Thursday evening of 
each month at 7 pm. 
 

GRIEFSHARE, FPC’s weekly bereavement support group, 
meets each Monday from 11-1:00 pm. The group is open to you  
or anyone you know has experienced the death of a family 
member or friend.  
 

Both groups meet in the East Room. For more information  
and to let us know you’re coming, contact 
Beverly@englewoodpres.org or register in Elmore Hall at  
C & C. Please forward this invitation to others who might find  
some support to be helpful. All are welcome.  
 

OUR ADVENT PRAYER: AND SO WE PRAY… 
“COME, LORD JESUS.” Tuesdays, December 4th, 11th and 
18th from 7 – 8:30 pm in the East Room. Come for a time of 
Advent reflection on scripture and contemplative prayer, and a 
circle of prayer for our family and friends, and the church deep 
and wide. Seasonal refreshments will be provided. 
 

For the larger Christmas Services coming, we need 
GREETERS inside the building and in the parking lots for  
the December 16th Candlelight Carol Service and the two 
Christmas Eve Services. If you would like to help with hospitality 
and WELCOME VISITORS, please sign-up in Elmore Hall at the 
Information Center. 
 

Thanks for wearing a NAME TAG so we can become better 
acquainted with each other. Name tags are available at Coffee & 
Conversation at the Information Center. 
 

If interested in providing flowers for any Sunday, pick up a form 
at the Information Centers and sign-up on the FLOWER chart 
posted on the kiosk in Elmore Hall. 
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NEXT SUNDAY, December 9 (cont.):  
 C.A.M.P. for Children 2nd to 5th graders continues at  

4:30 p.m. in the Meeting Room. 
 

 CROSSROADS worships at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel. 
 

 FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY continues at 7 p.m. in  
the East Room. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
DOROTHY VANDERWERF - ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR 

DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 
DIANE LYONS - OFFICE ASSISTANT 

MARY STEVENS - BOOKKEEPER 
JOHN REYNOLDS - CUSTODIAN  

 
 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Listen to Today’s Message 
If you would like to listen to today's message (usually  

posted by Sunday evening), please go  
to http://fpce.podbean.com or use your  
smartphone to access our podcast site.  
You can subscribe to future messages  
for free via iTunes or listen to past  
messages.  

You can find the following at the Information Centers near the 
Chapel and in Elmore Hall: 
 

 More of those nice CHAIRS we enjoy in Elmore Hall are 
needed if anyone wishes to donate. Donation cards and 
envelopes are available. 

 

 Those wonderful ALTERNATIVE GIFT CATALOGS 
FOR HEIFER are also available. 

 

 COMMITMENT cards for 2013 to make an estimated 
pledge for the new year can be picked up. 

 

 SENIOR CENTERS in the area send us their wonderful 
program schedules for your information. 

 
Do you have EYE GLASSES to recycle? Place them in  
the basket provided. John Fraser takes them to Lions Club 
Eyeglass Recycling Center. 
 
Are you saving PULL-TABS from cans? Deposit them at  
the Information Center. Carolyn Moscou takes them to the 
Ronald McDonald House which provides free housing and 
counseling for families of children who undergo treatment  
for life-threatening illnesses.  
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HYMN 6 (Continued)
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20 Watchman, Tell Us of the Night
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John Bowring, 1825; alt. 7972
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9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
VENI EMMANUEL LM with refrain

Latin, c. 12th century
Stanzâs 1-2 trans. Jõhn Mason Neale, 1851; alt' 1854

Stanza 3 trans. Henry Sloane Coffin, l'916

Adapt. Thomas Helmore, 1854

Aôcomp. John Weaver, 1988
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ADVENT

Em - man u - el Shall come to thee, O Is ra - el!


